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A fourth, objection follows. The doctrine
of creation " cannot be framed into a coherent
thought," is only "a -^seud-idea/' and "an
illegitimate symbolic conception." For the
creation of matter is inconceivable, and implies
a relation in thought between something and
nothing, which is impossible. And next, if
what is meant is a rearrangement of existing
matter, how can it be ? To suppose a my-
riad supernatural impulses given to as many
different atoms, to build the new plant or
animal, multiplies rather than solves the mys-
tery. It is a creation of force, and this is as
inconceivable as that of matter. The Hebrew
idea of clay moulded into the man is too
grossly anthropomorphic for modern belief, but
what substitute can be proposed more con-
ceivable ? The case is one where men do not
believe, but only fancy they believe.

This argument is so freely used by this
leading advocate of evolution, as to suggest
a doubt whether, on his own principles,
the later stages of development have not
wholly failed, so that men are as incapable of
thinking as hydras and sea-anemones to the
present day. According to ee First Principles"
we cannot really think either of a self-existent
universe, or a self-developed universe, or a